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Harmony by the Chapter - Discussion Questions

Chapter 1
What critters did Harmony and her friends find in the tide pools?

Chapter 2
What does Harmony find in the treasure box?

Chapter 3
How was the Sun Temple built?

Chapter 4
Who is the Sapa Inca? Who does he praise in his speech?

Chapter 5
What is a pututu? When Harmony and Apichu investigate the ancient pututu, who do they
discover it belonged to?

Chapter 6
Name three types of Inti Raymi performers that Harmony and Apichu saw at the Plaza de
Armas?

Chapter 7
What drink did Mrs. Capac serve to Harmony and Apichu? What was the drink made from?

Chapter 8
When Apichu dives for the pututu, the cobblestone street opens up and Apichu discovers a
chinkana. What is a chinkana?
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Harmony by the Chapter - Discussion Questions

Chapter 9
When Harmony and Apichu travel through the underground tunnels (chinkanas),
Pachamama is there in spirit to help them? Who is Pachamama? 

Chapter 10
What do Harmony and Apichu find at the end of the dark tunnel?

Chapter 11
How does Harmony and Apichu get the Sapa Inca’s attention?

Chapter 12
How does Harmony get home? 

OVERALL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Discuss your favorite part of Inti Raymi, the Sun Festival. 

2. Apichu helped Harmony learn about Inti Raymi. Harmony helped Apichu learn the
crabwalk. What do you like to help others learn about? 
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Harmony by the Chapter - Answer Key
Chapter 1
What critters did Harmony and her friends find in the tidepools?
A hermit crab and a sea star.

Chapter 2
What does Harmony find in the treasure box? A large shell with a trumpet-like mouthpiece. 

Chapter 3
How was the Sun Temple built?
It was built without concrete. The stones were put together tightly like a puzzle. The stones
were placed so tightly together that a piece of hair couldn’t fit in between.  

Chapter 4
Who is the Sapa Inca? Who does he praise in his speech?
The Inca emperor. The one who rules the land. The Sapa Inca praises the beloved Inca sun
god, Inti, during his speech. 

Chapter 5
What is a pututu? When Harmony and Apichu investigate the ancient pututu, who do they
discover it belonged to?
A pututu (puh-too-too) is an ancient instrument used in the Andean culture. It’s made from
a conch shell (sea snail shell). It has a mouthpiece similar to a trumpet. When blown into,
it makes a commanding sound. This instrument is used to call special meetings, important
events, and celebrate festivals.
The pututu belonged to Pachacutec (Pach-ah-cu-tech). He was the ninth Sapa Inca and
known as the Earth Shaker. 

Chapter 6
Name three types of Inti Raymi performers that Harmony and Apichu saw at the Plaza de
Armas? The Inca warriors, Sweepers, Coya (the queen), and the Sapa Inca (the emperor). 
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Harmony by the Chapter - Answer Key
Chapter 7
What drink did Mrs. Capac serve to Harmony and Apichu? What was the drink made from?
Chicha Morada. It is a popular Peruvian drink. It’s made with purple corn.

Chapter 8
When Apichu dives for the pututu, the cobblestone street opens up and Apichu discovers a
chinkana. What is a chinkana?
Chinkanas (Che-kahn-as) are secret tunnels. Chinkana comes from the Quechua word
meaning labyrinth or underground tunnel. These tunnels are hidden under the city of Cusco.
It’s said the Inca hid their gold in these secret tunnels.

Chapter 9
When Harmony and Apichu travel through the underground tunnels (chinkanas),
Pachamama is there in spirit to help them? Who is Pachamama? 
Pachamama (Pa-cha-mama): Mother Earth. A respected goddess of the Inca. She provides
food, water, and shelter. She is the holder and preserver of life.

Chapter 10
What do Harmony and Apichu find at the end of the dark tunnel?
The pututu and sunlight.

Chapter 11
How does Harmony and Apichu get the Sapa Inca’s attention?

Apichu blows into the pututu. The loud, deep sound captures the Sapa Inca’s attention and he
walks over to Harmony and Apichu.

Chapter 12
How does Harmony get home?
Harmony points her binoculars north and turns the knob on her binoculars to 118 degrees. 
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Lesson Plan
Harmony Goes to Inti Raymi

 Students will be able to list at least three things that happen at a festival.
 Students will be able to list traditions of Peru from reading the story.
 Students will be able to recall any festivals/celebrations they have attended.
 Students will be able to point to California and Peru on a world map.
 Students will be able to write their own story about their own family traditions.
 Students will be able to use information gained from illustrations and maps to demonstrate
understanding of the text (when, why, where, and how key events occur.)

It’s summer break and Harmony is excited because that means there’s more time to be an explorer!
Her beach town of Crystal Cove is the perfect place to explore. There’s sea glass beaches and
oodles of tide pools. Harmony has her favorite binoculars ready to go.

But when Harmony finds a mysterious treasure chest washed upon the shore, her binoculars turn
magical!

In Harmony’s first adventure, her binoculars magically transport her to Cusco, Peru. Here, she meets
Apichu, a new friend, who has invited her to Inti Raymi, The Sun Festival. Harmony soaks in the Inca
culture, learns the Quechua language, and marvels at the vibrant dancing and sacred music of the
festival – all dedicated to the honorable sun deity, Inti.

But Harmony’s exploration takes new heights when she discovers she found a long-lost relic.
Harmony and Apichu must return it to the Inca emperor before the Sun Festival ends. Can they
return it before it’s too late?

Learning Objectives
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Lesson Plan - Activities

Read the book together or in groups.
Write the word festival on the board and discuss its definition: “What is a festival?” “Have you
ever been to a festival?” List answers.
Ask students to find passages from the book that describe what happens at the festival of Inti
Raymi. (Costumes are worn, special foods, dancing, or music)
Ask:”What do you celebrate in your family?” Make a list on the board as the students give
answers.
Discuss the historical events of Cusco, as described in the book.
Help the students decode multi-syllable words, especially the foreign words, by saying them out
loud together.
Point out on the world map the location of Harmony’s home (California, USA) and Apichu’s
home (Cusco, Peru).
Conduct a short research project of Tide Pools in California. What creatures can you find
there? Why are they environmentally important?
Have the students find illustrations that depict difficult or new words (the pututu, the Sapa
Inca, Inti Raymi, etc.).
Through discussion describe characters in the story and explain how their actions, motivations,
or feelings contribute to the sequence of events.
Ask: “How the characters are similar and how they are different. How are we all connected?    
(eg:“We are all children of the Sun.”)
Using the book as inspiration, have the students write a short story of one of their own family
traditions with one illustration to accompany it.
Ask students to write down new words and ideas in the glossary part of the book.

Learning Activities:

Source: Education.com
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Sunburst Activity
Part 1: What does the sun create for you? Write your answers on the sun rays below.
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Sunburst Activity
Part 2: Using your answers as inspiration, write a story, poem, or song about the sun.
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Crossword Puzzle

Resource: Education.com
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Crossword Puzzle - Answer Key
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Math at the San Pedro market
Welcome to the San Pedro Market! It’s located in the heart of Cusco, Peru. The market
is filled with fruits, vegetables, spices, and textiles such as alpaca sweaters and
Andean hats called chullos. Apichu and Harmony are going to the market for a
shopping spree. They each brought plenty of soles. Soles are Peruvian money. Can you
help Apichu and Harmony solve these math problems? 

1. Apichu has 9 soles. He goes to the San Pedro Market and finds his favorite fruit
smoothie. Each fruit smoothie costs 3 soles. How many fruit smoothies can he buy?

2. Harmony took 45 minutes to reach the San Pedro Market. It took Apichu 31 minutes.
How many fewer minutes did it take Apichu to reach the market?

3. Harmony wants to buy a chicha morada drink for herself and Apichu. The drink costs
1 sole each. How many soles does she need?

4. Apichu bought 3 potatoes, 2 melons, and 4 ears of corn at the Market for his mother.
How many items did he buy?

5. Harmony bought three times as many alpaca sweaters as Apichu. If Apichu bought
two sweaters, how many did Harmony buy?
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Math at the San Pedro market
Answer Key

Answer key: 
1.) 3 smoothies
2.) 14 minutes
3.) 2 soles
4.) 9 items
5.) 6 sweaters

Resource: Education.com
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Learn the Language
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