
Chapter 1
As Harmony and her friends sit around a small bonfire, Davis shows them his new invention.
What did Davis invent? 

Chapter 2
What does Harmony find inside the treasure chest?

Chapter 3
Harmony meets new friends Shubra and Nakul. They tell her she's arrived just in time for
Diwali. What is Diwali?

Chapter 4
What did Nakul lose?

Chapter 5
Why does Nakul think Shubra took his favorite Ramayana book?

Chapter 6
Harmony, Nakul, and Shubra take a rickshaw ride to the Spice Market. How is the rickshaw
powered?

Chapter 7
When Nakul, Shubra, and Harmony return home from the Spice Market, Nakul is the first
to run into the apartment and straight to the kitchen. Once he arrives in the kitchen, what
trick does he play on Shubra?

Chapter 8
What makes Nakul confess to Shubra about his trick?
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Harmony by the Chapter - Discussion Questions

Chapter 9
How do Shubra and Nakul make up?

Chapter 10
Nakul tells Shubra he is the ghost pepper ghost. Why does he call himself that?

Chapter 11
Shubra and Harmony work together to make a new recipe for Diwali. They use muri in their
recipe. What is muri?

Chapter 12
Harmony joined the Rao family for a special prayer dedicated to the Goddess Lakshmi. They
all gather in front of the family shrine. Name three items on the family shrine.

Chapter 13
Nakul and Shubra explain to Harmony about green crackers and green sparklers. What
makes green crackers and green sparklers different from other fireworks?
Chapter 14

After the treasure chest disappears into the side of the rock, what does Harmony find
floating in the air?
 
Overall Questions
Davis invented the S'mores Squared. Harmony helped Shubra invent a new recipe for Diwali.
What would you invent?
Nakul’s role model is Lord Rama. Who’s your role model?   
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Harmony by the Chapter - Answer Key
Chapter 1 
As Harmony and her friends sit around a small bonfire, Davis shows them his new invention.
What did Davis invent?
S'mores Squared--a way to make four s'mores at once!
 
Chapter 2
What does Harmony find inside the treasure chest?
A candle-like object. Later in the story, she finds out it's called a Diya. 
 
Chapter 3
Harmony meets new friends Shubra and Nakul. They tell her she's arrived just in time for
Diwali. What is Diwali?
Diwali is a special celebration in India that lasts for five days. It’s also known as the
Festival of Lights. Diwali celebrates the victory of good over evil. It honors the Hindu god
Lord Rama and his return home to his kingdom, Ayodhya after 14 years of exile. Diwali
takes place in October or November depending on the Hindu lunar calendar.
 
Chapter 4
What did Nakul lose?
His Ramayana book

Chapter 5
Why does Nakul think Shubra took his favorite Ramayana book? 
Nakul thinks Shubra was in his room when the family was cleaning for Diwali. Also, Nakul
thinks Shubra is playing one of her little tricks on him.
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Harmony by the Chapter - Answer Key
Chapter 6
Harmony, Nakul, and Shubra take a rickshaw ride to the Spice Market. How is the rickshaw
powered?
By bicycle

Chapter 7
When Nakul, Shubra, and Harmony return home from the Spice Market, Nakul is the first
to run into the apartment and straight to the kitchen. Once he arrives in the kitchen, what
trick does he play on Shubra?
Nakul pours spicy hot white ghost pepper into the empty cardamom jar.

 Chapter 8
What makes Nakul confess to Shubra about his trick? 
He sees his Ramayana book open to a picture of Lord Rama. Nakul remembers Lord Rama's
kindness and good qualities. Nakul wants to be like Lord Rama so he decides he has to
confess to Shubra about the trick he played on her.

 Chapter 9
How do Shubra and Nakul make up?
Harmony helps Shubra realize that Nakul is her only brother. And although Nakul did the
wrong actions, he did admit to his wrongdoing. Shubra listens to Harmony’s advice and
decides to give Nakul another chance. Shubra and Nakul make a truce and forgive each
other.  

Chapter 10
Nakul tells Shubra he is the ghost pepper ghost. Why does he call himself that?
Because Nakul snuck into the kitchen silently and quietly like a ghost. Then, he put ghost
pepper in her cardamom jar. Hence, the “ghost pepper ghost.”
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Harmony by the Chapter - Answer Key
Chapter 11
Shubra and Harmony work together to make a new recipe for Diwali. They use muri in their
recipe. What is muri? 
Puffed Rice. It’s often used in Indian street food.

Chapter 12
Harmony joined the Rao family for a special prayer dedicated to the Goddess Lakshmi. They
all gather in front of the family shrine. Name three items on the family shrine.
Red cloth, incense sticks, prasadam, diyas, statue of Goddess Lakshmi, sacred pot (kalash),
mango tree leaves, marigold and rose petals, sacred water from the Ganges River.
 
Chapter 13
Nakul and Shubra explain to Harmony about green crackers and green sparklers. What
makes green crackers and green sparklers different from other fireworks?
They are environmentally friendly and cause less pollution.
 
Chapter 14
After the treasure chest disappears into the side of the rock, what does Harmony find
floating in the air? 
A diary page from Captain Pelagia “Pearl’s” voyage.

Overall Questions
Davis invented the S'mores Squared. Harmony helped Shubra invent a new recipe for Diwali.
What would you invent?
Nakul’s role model is Lord Rama. Who’s your role model?  
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Lesson Plan
Harmony Meets the World, Book 3: Happy Diwali!

When Harmony finds a diya, a clay oil lamp, hidden inside the mysterious treasure box, she
examines it through her magical binoculars and is instantly transported to New Delhi, India
where she is welcomed by Nakul and Shubra, a brother and sister duo, who have invited
Harmony to spend Diwali with their family.
      
Upon arrival, Harmony learns the origins of Diwali and how it honors the return home of
the Hindu god, Lord Rama. During her visit, Harmony helps the family prepare their house for
Diwali from creating a beautiful rangoli to cleaning their home so Lakshmi, the goddess of
good fortune, can enter. Plus, they indulge in making sweet treats like Pista Burfi.

In the midst of the activities, Nakul suspects Shubra has stolen his prized treasure.    
Also, when Shubra starts spending more time with Harmony than with her brother. Nakul
feels left out and gets even more upset with Shubra. Can Harmony help Subra make amends
with Nakul and spread the joyous Diwali spirit?  

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to explain Indian celebrations from the story.
Students will be able to point out India on a world map or globe.
Students will practice solving problems which occur in family and community life.
Students will develop strategies to use in difficult situations.
Students will be able to create artwork using radial symmetry.
Students will examine and differentiate between city life in India and city life in the USA
.Students will gather interesting facts about fireflies in a short research activity
(bioluminescence or “living light”, where they live, endangered species, etc.)
Students will be able to discuss symbols and their meanings.
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Lesson Plan
Harmony Meets the World, Book 3: Happy Diwali!

Learning Activities
Read the book together or in groups. List new or difficult words on the board, decode them
and have the students add them to their vocabulary list. 
Point out California and India on the world map or globe. Compare the two by size,
landmarks, and geography. Ask “Has anyone been to India or do you know someone who
has?” “What do you already know about India?”
Discuss the preparations the family is making for their Diwali celebration. Compare and
contrast them with your own family holiday activities. Ask: “Can you find any similarities
between Nakul’s and Shubra’s holiday and yours? (preparing special food, cleaning and
decorating, gift giving, etc..)
For reading comprehension, read out loud a passage from the book that presents an
interesting situation (Chapter 5, for example). Have the students discuss: the main idea or
conflict; what it reminds them of; which characters are using emotions, actions, or the
appearance of things to understand the situation; what would each student do to solve
this conflict?
Discuss mindfulness (being in the present) and how it can help calm things down. Sit in a
circle on chairs or on the floor. Instruct the children to take deep breaths in through
their nose and to exhale slowly through the nose (for one to two minutes). Have them
place their hand on their heart to notice the beat. Now ask them to think of a friend or
sibling for whom they are grateful. Encourage them to send kind thoughts to them and
hold them in their hearts. This is called heartfulness. They can also send kind wishes in a
letter or drawing.
As an art project, create “Happy Diwali” cards for your special friends, siblings, mom or
dad, etc. (See “Happy Diwali Cards” activity on this website). 
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Lesson Plan
Harmony Meets the World, Book 3: Happy Diwali!

Introduce radial balance by having the students create their own rangoli. It might be nice
to go outside to create rangolis as sidewalk chalk art. Start the design from the center
and work outwards. Take pictures of each rangoli before it rains! (See “Creating
Rangolis” on this website.)
Have the students do a short science research project on fireflies and their ability to
create light and why are they becoming endangered. 
Discuss the rickshaw as one of the modes of transportation in India. Do we have anything
similar to it in the USA? What other modes of transportation are used in India? Do a
short social studies research project on it.
Define symbols. Symbols can be words, objects, or images that have a special meaning.
Make a list of all the symbols found in the book and have students try to create
meanings for each. Make sure they search the illustrations for symbols as well.
[peacock(harmony), elephant(good luck),light (wisdom), darkness (ignorance) flowers
(beauty), Diwali (joy and peace), fireworks (victory of good over evil), diyas (light over
dark), rangoli (welcome), etc. ] Each culture interprets symbols in different ways. It is
beneficial to allow children to be creative with the meanings, you will get several ideas
for each symbol and multiple perspectives. This is a step toward intellectual growth.

Source: www.education.com (web)
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Welcome to the Khari Baoli Spice Market! It’s located in Old Delhi, India. It’s the largest
spice market in the continent of Asia. The busy market is filled with vendors who sell spices,
nuts, dried fruits, herbs, and pasta. Shubra, Nakul, and Harmony are going to the market
for a shopping spree. They each brought plenty of rupees. Rupees is the term for money in
India. Can you help Shubra, Nakul, and Harmony solve these math problems?
 
1. Shubra has 420 rupees. She goes to the Khari Baoli Spice Market and finds her favorite
sweet Indian mango snack called Aam Papad. Each bag of snacks costs 140 rupees. How
many bags of snacks can she buy?
 
2. Harmony and Shubra took 25 minutes to reach the Khari Baoli Spice Market. It took
Nakul 18 minutes. How many fewer minutes did it take Nakul to reach the market?
 
3. Harmony wants to buy two bags of mixed seeds. Each bag costs 350 rupees. How many
rupees does Harmony need?
 
4. Shubra, Harmony, and Nakul bought 2 bags of walnuts, 1 bag of cinnamon, and 3 bags of
dried cherries. How many items did they buy?
 
5. Harmony bought two times as many pistachios as Shubra. If Shubra bought 4 bags of
pistachios, how many did Harmony buy?

Math at the Khari Baoli Spice Market

Book 3: Happy Diwali!
New Dehli, India
Written by: 
Erin K. Schonauer & Jamie C. Schonauer 
Illustrated by Kathleen Schonauer



Parent/Teacher Resources

ANSWER KEY:
 1.  Three bags
 2.  Seven minutes
 3.  700 rupees 
 4.  Six items
 5.  Eight bags  
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Learning Objectives:
Students will be able to identify parts of a circle: center, radius, diameter, circumference
and sector.
Students will use radial balance in design. Radial balance is the organization of a design
that grows from a center outward.
Students will use repetition in design. Repetition creates rhythm and rhythm creates
harmony.
Students will learn to use a compass as a tool to create circles.

Activity:

Have the students work in pairs as they practice making circles on a 12 X 18 inch sheet of
white construction paper. 

Demonstrate how to hold a compass to create a circle.
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Ask one student to hold down the point of the compass while the other turns the compass
to draw the circle, if needed.
The point of the compass creates a center, and the pencil mark creates the
circumference or edge of the circle. If you draw a line through the center of the circle
you will make a diameter.

Have them mark the circle with a center point.

After practicing, have each student make one large circle, on a clean paper, at least six
inches in diameter. Have them measure their circle with a ruler.

Cut out the circle and fold it in half.
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1. Fold it into quarters. 2. Fold it once again in eights.

3. Open the circle to see eight sectors.
Using a ruler, draw in the lines made
by the folds.

4. Now create a rangoli pattern by repeating the
same design in all eight sectors. [Repetition] Start
in the center and draw outward towards the
circumference. Use the same shapes in every sector.
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 Variations: Create the same shape in every other sector. Add lines 
  with a ruler. Draw in more circles. Use stencils, if available.

Color in the rangoli using crayons, colored pencils or markers. 

Ask the students to write out the parts of the circle on the back of their
rangolis.

Materials:
12” X 18” white construction or drawing paper
Pencil with eraser
Ruler
Compass
Markers
Crayons 
Colored pencils

Evaluation:
Display the finished rangolis in a prominent place (bulletin board, wall, hallway,
etc.) Ask the children to point out each part of the circle in their designs: center,
radius, diameter, circumference, sector.

What do the children think about their rangolis?

Rangolis are meant to welcome someone. Ask where they will place their rangoli
( bedroom door, front door, in a window) and who they intend to welcome. 
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Learning Objectives:
Students will use the techniques of collage and mixed media in design. 
Students will focus on using Diwali symbols in their work.
Students will use mindfulness and heartfulness by keeping in mind the recipient of the
card as they work.

Activity:
Discuss mindfulness (being in the present) and how it can help them focus on the activity.
Sit in a circle on chairs or on the floor. Instruct the children to take deep breaths in
through their nose and to exhale slowly through the nose (for one to two minutes). Have
them place their hand on their heart to notice the beat. Now ask them to think of a
friend, sibling or relative for whom they are grateful. Encourage them to send kind
thoughts to that person and hold them in their hearts. This is called heartfulness.
Suggest that they create a “Happy Diwali” card for that person.

Provide an assortment of construction paper 8” X 10”.

Have students choose a piece and fold it in half to make a card.
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Create a collage by cutting out shapes and pictures to glue onto the front of each card.
Use one or more Diwali symbols in your collage.

     Elephant–royalty, good luck
     Peacock–happiness, harmony
     Flowers–purity, beauty
     Diyas–light over darkness
     Coins–fortune
     Rangolis–welcome
     Firecrackers/Sparklers-victory of good over evil, celebration
     Sweets–sweet relationships between friends and family.

Use a mixed media technique by using a variety of materials in creating the card. 

On the inside, create a sentiment, poem, phrase or a drawing to dedicate the card to
someone. [ Example: “May the festival of lights brighten every part of your life.”] Diwali
is a time for love, respect and tolerance for family and friends.

Materials:
Assorted papers: construction, magazine pages, tissue paper, etc.
Glue sticks
Stickers
Pencils
Markers
Crayolas
Scissors
Rulers
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Evaluation:
Ask if anyone wants to share their card with the class.
Have the students deliver their cards in person or through the mail if necessary, at
their convenience.

Source: www.education.com (web)
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